1	
   	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

2	
   	
  
(Chapter	
  1)

What’s Up ?

	
  	
  

Things were just getting back to normal.
Sparkle the hummingbird was in her new tree.
Buttercup the butterfly was sipping nectar.
She was glad that some flowers were still alive.
The builders were done. Finally the trucks were gone.
Now there were new houses at the edge of the forest.
“Ahhh,” sighed Buttercup. “Peace and Quiet.”
Then all of a sudden there was a loud “SPLASH!”
“Sofa, Sofa, Sofa, So-Oh-Fa!
Sofa, Sofa, Sofa, So-Oh-Fa!”
Chanted a familiar voice.
“Oh NO! Fluffypants is doing it again!” Sparkle said.
Mr. Fluffypants was a Raccoon and a friend.
“Sofa, Sofa, Sofa, So-Oh-Fa!

“Sofa, Sofa, Sofa, So-Oh-Fa!”

He was splashing in the lake and saying ONE word OVER and OVER and OVER again!
‘He is SO SILLY,’ thought Buttercup.
“Sofa, Sofa, Sofa,” hollered Fluffypants.
Then a gruff voice yelled out from the burrow,

“STOP IT, SON!”
Fluffy knew this dad would ______________ if he didn’t stop.
Fluffy’s Dad worked long nights. “I need to sleep now!” he yelled.
“Aw Gee, Daddy,” moaned Fluffypants.
Then he jumped out of the lake and ran to the meadow.
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“Wanna go to the cave?” Fluffypants asked Sparkle.
“Sure!” Sparkle answered. “Let’s ask Buttercup to come along!”
So by wing and by paw the three friends made their way to the cave.
They had a secret name for it. They called it: _______________.
The cave is old and mysterious and _____________.
There are stalactites hanging from the ceiling. Spooky.
They shine with jewels and the eyes of bats! YUP.
Bats nest together on the stalactites - LOTS of bats.
Mostly they are gentle critters.
But _________ is afraid of them because ________________.
When Fluffypants built a swing in the cave, he hung if far away from the bats.
He made the swing from twigs and sap.

________ loves to swing on it.

There is a waterfall hidden in the cave too.
Above it, the cave walls open to the sky.
The sun shines in on a little garden the animals made.
That is how they survived when the people invaded.
You know, in the time of destruction.
“Let’s tell a story!” said Sparkle. She was swinging back and forth.
“The one about the SOFA!” yelled Fluffypants.
Buttercup and Sparkle moaned, “Not AGAIN!”
But Fluffypants didn’t care. “OK, here goes,” he said with enthusiasm.
“One day I went to the garbage dump.
I was making a bridge and there was a BIG new pile of junk!
I dug into it and pulled out some great stuff.
I found a _________ and a __________ and some___________.

I got tired and took a snooze on the old sofa.
I was dreaming. It was a noisy dream. I didn’t hear the people coming.
They picked up the sofa and me and carried us to the lake.
That’s when they . . .”
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“THREW YOU IN,” hummed Buttercup and Sparkle in unison.
Buttercup fluttered above Fluffypants. She flapped her wings wildly.
“Then,” said Buttercup, “You cried ‘HELP, HELP!’”
Sparkle added, “You were trapped inside the sofa.”
“Somehow,” gasped Buttercup, “You made it up for air.”
“Just in time,” Sparkle said, acting like she was drowning.
“But the sofa wasn’t so lucky,” interrupted Fluffypants.
“It drowned at the bottom of the lake.”
“Sofa’s can’t drown,” Sparkle giggled.
“Well this one did,” Fluffypants insisted, grinning.
He was rolling around on the floor looking up at stalactites.
“SHH!” said Buttercup. “Listen!”

The animals FROZE. “It must be an echo,” said Sparkle.
“They are all done building – right?”
But there it was again. They looked at each other in terror.
“Uh, we better go down and see what’s up,” said Fluffypants.
Artists: Here’s a place to draw your characters.

6	
   	
  
(Chapter	
  2)

They’re Back !

	
  	
  

“OH NO!” whispered the animals.
They were hiding in a burrow near the dump.
A big Truck and ____ cars rumbled past them.
The cars were full of people.
“THEY’RE BACK!” Sparkle said with a gasp.
The people were loading garbage on the truck.
“Where are they taking my garbage?
I need that garbage!” Fluffypants moaned.
Sparkle flew out over the dump.
She tried hard to figure out what was going on.
Sparkle darted between people. She listened.
When she returned she was shaking.

“They’re building again,” she said trembling.
“I heard two kids call it an ‘education center.’ ”
“They’re building a SCHOOL? In OUR Forest?” Fluffypants huffed.
“There’s nothing we can do about it,” sighed Buttercup.
Sparkle sadly agreed.
“We will just have to live in the cave until they are done.”
“AGAIN?” Fluffypants grumbled.
Buttercup and Sparkle looked at each other in panic.
“But this time,” Sparkle began, “you can’t fill the cave with junk!”
“HUH?” said Fluffypants. “Oh sure, Yah. I’ll just bring stuff we need.”
Buttercup crossed her tiny arms. She hovered in front of Fluffypants.
“NO, Fluffypants. NO MORE STUFF!”
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“Well,” said Fluffypants, “I guess I can do without my ____________.
But I’m gonna need _________ and ________ and some ________.
OH! I almost forgot! I’ve got a sparkly DISCO BALL to put up!”
Sparkle was wagging her little beak “NO” when . . .
“Rumble, Rumble,

HONK! RUMBLE!

HONK !’

“It’s one of the MONSTERS! GET BACK to the CAVE!” yelled Fluffypants.
A HUGE TRUCK was headed strait for them!
Buttercup and Sparkle fluttered up - but what about Fluffypants?
“WHEW,” gulped the little Raccoon. “That was close!”
He jumped out of the way and landed in a sticky bush.

YUK! It took him a LONG time to get unstuck.
But finally, he made it back to the Cave.
Then he called out the extra-secret-super-special password.
“____________________,” he yelled up.

But Sparkle and Hummer called back down,
“Sorry, that’s not the Password today. We can’t let you in!”
“Hey!” he called out. “Just let down the vine! I want to come up.”
“Sorry!” yelled Buttercup. “You know the rules.
No one can climb up without the password.”
“But I don’t know the new Password!” Fluffypants moaned.
“That’s not FAIR. C’mon you guys!”
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(Chapter	
  3)

Cave Trouble !

	
  

“I get it!” giggled Fluffypants. “They’re playing a BIG joke on me.”
As he headed to the lake he thought, ‘That’s cool.’
I’ll play a good joke on THEM too!’
Raccoon folks in those parts were pretty darn smart.
Long ago they dug a tunnel from the lake into the cave.
Before you knew it, Fluffypants was splashing around in the waterfall!
Sparkle and Buttercup were busy playing ______________.
The FROZE when they heard that familiar voice. But NOW, it was singing.
“Sofa, Sofa, Sofa, So-Oh-Fa!

“Sofa, Sofa, Sofa, So-Oh-Fa!”

“IT CAN’T BE!” Sparkle whispered, almost in shock.
They flittered to the waterfall and – sure enough, there he was!
“How did you get in here?” demanded Buttercup.
“I’m not gonna tell you . . . I’m not gonna tell you!” Fluffypants teased.
“I guess we can’t keep him out,” Sparkle moaned to Buttercup.
Then Buttercup whispered something to Sparkle.
The two friends nodded their heads and said, “We Agree!”

“Fluffypants,” they said together, “You have to make us a promise.”
“Sure!” Said Fluffypants, “Anything!”
“Hold up your right paw and repeat after us!” they said.
He held up his right paw and did just what they asked.
“I promise I will NOT bring any more junk into the cave!
“Not even _________ or _________ or __________. NOT EVER!
If I don’t keep my promise, I could get eaten by a MONSTER!” he said.
But Fluffypants couldn’t REALLY promise that.
So he crossed his fingers behind his back.
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Artists: Here’s a place to draw scenes and characters from our story.
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Outside the cave, people were busy working.
They laughed and stomped and dug holes with sticks.
“What are they DOING?” Sparkle asked Fluffypants.
“Dunno,” he replied. “At least they’re not making BIG KABOOMS like last time.”
Things in the cave were OK . . . for a while. Then it started to smell.
Buttercup found stinky old _______ hidden in the garden.
Sparkle found ________ and ________ stuck in the rock pile.
Raccoon’s singing was driving them both crazy!
But this was the LAST STRAW!
“He’s playing with that Disco Ball again!” Sparkle groaned.
“We’ll NEVER get to sleep,” Butterfly moaned.
She pulled her beautiful wings over her eyes.
Little Mr. Fluffypants was nocturnal. He always played at night.
So he didn’t realize there was a problem . . .
until Buttercup couldn’t stand it any longer.
“Fluffypants,” she called out, “You are getting on my NERVES!
And you wanna know why?
‘Cause you’re hiding junk in the flower garden!
My blue violets are squished under YOUR skateboard.”
Sparkle couldn’t resist. “Fluffypants,” she huffed.
“You’re getting on my NERVES! And you wanna know why?
That Disco Ball is keeping us awake and
your singing is giving me a headache!”
“Well I’m SAD!” cried Fluffypants. “And you wanna know why?”
“ ‘Cause you just hurt my feelings a lot.
And I’m MAD too. I’m really, really MAD!”
Then a very strange look came over his face.
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(Chapter	
  4)

War !

	
  

“But . . . I’m NOT mad at you!” he said with surprise.
“I’m MAD at those stupid people.
They are taking away our homes - AGAIN!

This time we have to stop them!”
“He’s Right!” said Sparkle.
“Last time they cut down my beautiful tree!
I just made a new nest, too. That takes a while to do, you know.
What if it happens again?”
“And the Monsters crushed our meadow,” Buttercup added.
“We almost starved! But how can we STOP the humans?”
“IT’S TIME TO MAKE WAR!” Fluffypants shouted.
“WAR?” Sparkle said, tipping her head.
“YES!” Fluffy shouted, waving his arms. “I’ll throw garbage at the MONSTERS!”
“And I can drop pebbles on the people,” nodded Buttercup.
“After that,” Sparkle hummed, “I’ll poke them ALL with my beak!”
Then the friends made a most excellent war plan.
This is what they decided to do:
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“But before we start this WAR,” Fluffypants whispered,
“We need to know what the enemy is up to!”
“We need a SPY!” Buttercup whispered back.
“Why are we whispering?” Sparkle giggled.
They all laughed. No one could hear them in the cave.
But it was more fun to make WAR plans with secrets and spies and stuff.
“Buttercup should go,” said Sparkle. She is _________. People won’t be suspicious.”
“NO,” Buttercup said, shaking her head. “Sparkle should go!
She has a brave heart and can fly very fast if there’s trouble.”
“What about ME?” Fluffypants interrupted, “I’m really good at sneaking .”
Buttercup and Sparkle shook their heads and laughed.
“Remember the last time you were a scout? Fluffy nodded his head.
You___________________________,” said Buttercup.
“NOPE! Sparkle is our Spy!”
Sparkle fluttered her wings and stuck out her beak. She was ready for battle.
But what she saw in the forest surprised her.
When she returned to her friends she said, “I think we got this all wrong.”
“They are making a special place . . . but it’s for US!”
“NAW!” Muttered Fluffypants. “The Humans just tricked you!”
“Come and see for yourselves,” she hummed. So they did.
It was getting dark and the people were leaving the park.
But Buttercup overheard a little girl and an old man talking.
“Grandpa,” said the girl, “Thank you for helping make the Animal Shelter.”
“That’s all right, Sweetheart,” replied Grandpa. “These animals deserve protection.
Your teacher told me you are writing a letter to the President!”
The little girl nodded. “We are going to send pictures of the animals.
And we’ll tell him how we made this place.
We want him to know What Kids Can Do to help nature survive.”
“That’s a great idea! I’ll bring my camera tomorrow,” Grandpa said.
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It was getting dark. The last car rumbled out of the park.
Raccoon was sneaking between the trees. Sneak, Sneak, Sneak . . .
“Ahhh,” he cried in terror. “Something is chasing me.”
“It’s your tail, silly!” Sparkle giggled. “Follow ME!”
Fluffypants and Buttercup were amazed by what they saw.
“They planted lots of new trees!” Buttercup chattered as she explored.
“And all these flowers! OH! They planted Blue Violets just for me!”
“Wow!” said Raccoon. “Look at the mountain of FOOD!”
He was pointing to the new compost heap.
“And they separated all my junk into piles. COOL!
Now I don’t have to dig through everything to find what I need.”
“But let me show you the BEST PART!” Sparkle said.
She pointed to a tiny building. “What’s that?” Fluffypants asked.
“The little girl called it an ‘Animal Shelter,’” Buttercup said softly.
“It’s where humans help us when we are hurt or sick.” said Sparkle.
“WOW!” said Fluffypants. “I didn’t think humans were like that.
I guess the War is over.” They all agreed to that.
In fact, they made this song to Celebrate!

The End?
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